Entered at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 


THE 


LIBRARY 
WORLD 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


Vol. XXV. No. 295. ' January, 
New Series 199. 1923. 


a 


One Shilling & Twopence 
Net, 


CONTENTS. 
Editorial 
The Bases of Bibliographical iiccuich 
Publicity Papers 
“The Book Selector 
Letters on Our Affairs .. 
Library News .. 
Personal News .. ay 
The North Midland Library 
Library Reports 


Reviews 


fee) 


fa 
) 
4 
fa 
js 
fa 


Correspondence 


Sate 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 7 & 8 Coptic St. 
LONDON, W.C. 1 


| 

| 

Annual Subscription 12/6 

Postage 1/- extra. 

.. 329 

| 
339 

| 
| | 
| 


ate 


= 


LIBRARY 
SUBPLIES 


BOOK POCKETS. ~ BOOK RESTS. 

INDEX CARDS. SHEET METAL SIGNS. 

GUIDE CARDS. “CELLULOID PICTURE 

OLDERS. 


FOLDING PAMPHLET 
BOXES. PATE SLIPS. 


POSTER HOLDERS, DATERS. 


SHELF AND SHELF LIST 
CASE LABELS,” GUIDE CARDS. 


Printed with Dewery Numbers, Printed with Dewey Headings. 


BLACK JAPANNED _..° WHITE AND GOLD 
LABEL HOLDERS. INKS. 


PUBLICITY POSTERS: EMBOSSING STAMPS. 
LIBRARY POSTERS, PAMPHLET BINDERS. 
BULLETIN BOARDS, CABINETS. 
REPAIRING MATERIALS. 
Etc. 
MESSRS. GRAFTON @ CO. are enlarging their” 


stock of LIBRARY SUPPLIES very 
in. thee Rear future. 


Grafton & Co. 


COPTIC LONDON, 


3 
‘a 7 
= 
b 
; 


EDITORIAL. 


Our readers, to whom we offer New Year greetings, may, we think, 
face the coming year with as complete a confidence as that which 
has sustained them in the very difficult years through which they 
have recently passed. Not that it will be an easy year, because 
the demand for retrenchment in public expenditure is as insistent 
as ever, and the March estimates will serve as a debating ground of 
the fiercest sort. Nevertheless, a change has come over much of 
public opinion in regard to public libraries; the Press no longer 

ores them, and, if much that is written about them is ill-informed, 

ere is now a disposition to discuss their improvement rather than 
to condemn them. We are justified in believing that the library 
has now made its place secure, and the irritations and evasions 
shown in the recalcitrant borough of Marylebone are merely one 
evidence that places without libraries are uncomfortable in their 
consciousness of the fact. 


1922 was not marked by any great library advance or by any 
first-class library =. It was not, however, only a year 
of marking time. thnal Green added a fine library to London, 
Barrow-in-Furness opened its new building, and one or two rural 
systems have been established by the Carnegie Trustees, who, how- 
ever, are not always as warmly received as their generosity merits. 
The Library School at University College has thrived and has 
provided some of the best public lectures of recent years on our 
work, and the Summer Schools at Aberystwyth and London both 
proved to be worth while. We understand that Manchester and 
not A twyth will be the venue of the next northern Summer 
School. e Library Association Elections were unexciting. Mr. 
John Ballinger became president to the satisfaction of everybody. 
The Conference at Cardiff was marked by great hospitality and a 
congested business programme ; and Eastbourne was settled upon 
for the Conference of 1923. A ‘‘ Geddes ” Committee of the Associa- 
tion has resulted in much retrenchment of the L.A., including an 
abandonment of separate headquarters, the voluntary retirement 
of the permanent Secretary, and the change over of The Library 
Association Record from a monthly to a quarterly from this month. 
A vigorous publicity campaign, initiated by Mr. Walter A. Briscoe, 
was a hopeful feature of the year. The Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion has altered its name to the Association of Assistant Librarians, 
and has increased its membership considerably. These seem to be 
the outstanding facts. 

* * * 


The attempt of the L.A. to organise a Whitsuntide visit to 
Hollane¢ was a failure, but there is every prospect of a successful 
visit tu Paris at the coming Easter. We understand that the 
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arrangements are well in hand, and that those who have not made 
up their minds as to their participation should do so at once. All 
communications should be addressed to Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 


* * * * 


There was a time when London was the focus and centre of 
library interest, but the experience of the past few years proves 
that this is no longer the case. In the provinces well-attended and 
excellently reported meetings are held, whigh are marked by vigour 
and an enthusiasm which are inspiring. In London a monthly 
meeting starts with less than ten members and ends with less than 
a score—punctualityis of no consequence, and an appalling lassitude 
—— There is now to be an attempt to found a Metropolitan 

anch of the Library Association. We welcome it, as any effort 
to galvanize the moribund people who now work in London libraries 
is worth encouraging. 
* * * * 


It was to such an audience as we have described that Mr. 
Pacy opened his mind on the surely important question of pro- 
fessional registration ; and he did it with a liberal sympathy and 
persuasiveness that deserve special recognition. In brief his argu- 
ment was that a friendly inquisition should be made into the qualifi- 
cation of library assistants, and the results should be classified and 
the assistants 1egistered. Then the assistants should loyally obey 
certain rules, so that the authority controlling the register may be 
able to tell Municipal Authorities offering inadequate salaries that 
no qualified man will apply for their posts. Mi. Pacy naturally 
envisaged the L.A. as the registering authority. 


* * * * 


This matter needs careful discussion ; but, first, it must be 
considered whether the method proposed would effect more than 
the registration now implied in the classification of the L.A. member- 
ship does or will effect. Mr. W. R. B. Prideaux ventured to say 
that “ it was now clear that such a classification was a failure from 
a registration point of view.” We are not so clear about it; the 
L.A. method has not been in existence for more than ten years, 
and L.A. membership does imply qualifications. And, surely, all 
registration must depend on qualifications, or it is nonsense. What 
Mr. Prideaux and the rest are aiming at seems to be legal registra- 
tion; that form cf it which would prevent an unqualified man 
from acting as, or assuming the title of, librarian. If this can be 
achieved the L A. method will surpass any yet proposed. But we 
invite our readers to discuss the matter. 


We again draw our readers’ attention to the Book Selector 
and to our announcement that we hope to issue the first number, 
containing a selection of the books published during January, on 


February 15th. 


4 
* * * * 
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THE BASES OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH 
A Paper read before the Glasgow Bibliographical Society, Nov. 20, 1922 
By R. A. PEDDIE 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL Research has been for many years both my work 
and my hobby. To take a book in hand and exhaust the possibilities 
of it from all the various points of view is, in my opinion, remarkably 
good sport. To be able to point out the really interesting facts 
about a book, why it was written, the story of its printing and the 
controversies which it gave rise to, is to reconstruct the book as a 
living entity and to place it in its proper position in the great mass 
of the world’s literature. 

In my opinion one man stands out as a leader in this particular 
kind of work, the late Prof. Ferguson, whose many valuable con- 
tributions to bibliography throw such light upon obscure books 
as to bring them well into the daylight, culminating in his Bibliotheca 
Chemica, one of the finest specimens of the art I am attempting to 
describe in this paper. 

The first investigation into a book’s history and bibliography 
is made by a reference to the Universal Bibliographies. These at 
the present time are Brunet and Graesse. The older works such as 
Ebert and De Bure are of comparatively little use but occasionally 
supply notes wanting in the more modern reference books. We 
then proceed to the Universal Catalogues describing by this name 
those catalogues of libraries which may be described as containing 
some considerable proportion of the world’s literature. There are 
only two which can be mentioned in this connection, the printed 
catalogues of the British Museum and the Bibliothéque Nationale, 
The Museum catalogue is complete to the year 1900; that of the 
Bibliothéque is in progress of printing and is now down to the 
letter H. By this time we begin to know something about our book. 
We know whether the great bibliographers knew of its existence 
and whether copies exist in the London and Paris Libraries. 
Research can now be made in the Biographie Universelle and 
Larousse for further and more personal information as to the 
author and his works. The next step is to proceed from the general, 
not perhaps at once to the particular, but to the somewhat less 
general. The author of the book we are considering was a native 
of some country, and it is to the biographical and bibliographical 
works dealing with that country that we must look for further 
information. For instance, for English and Scottish authors we 
have the Dictionary of National Biography, and on the biblio- 
graphical side Watt and Lowndes. There are also the national 
encyclopedias such as Zedler, Ersch and Grueber, Meyer and 
Brockhaus for German authors.. These types of works exist for 
most other countries, and may be found by reference to Kroeger’s 
Guide to Reference Books and to my own National Bibliographies. 

But many authors have escaped inclusion in the works devoted 
to national biography and bibliography and for these a further 
search must be made. It is generally easy to discover the birth- 
place of an author from the title or preface of an old book, and 
the next step is to ascertain whether a special biographical dic- 
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tionary exists for the town or province of his origin. Many of 
these exist such as Fantuzzi for Bolognese authors, Rotermund on 
Hanover authors, etc. The majority of these exceedingly useful 
works can be found by reference to Courtney’s Register of National 
Bibliography, a work which in spite of its title is the most useful 
bibliography of bibliographies in existence. 

Before we leave the author there is one other source of reference 
which must not be ignored. Ifthe author was a member of a religious 
order search should be made in the works describing the writings 
of members of that order. De Backer on the Jesuit authors, 
Wadding on the Franciscans, and Quetif and Echard on the Domini- 
cans are examples of this type of bibliography. Reference can be 
made to Courtney under the order required. 

Turning now from the author to the book itself, the most 
important thing after the author and title is the place and date of 

rinting. This gives us another line of research altogether. I 

ave already mentioned National bibliographies, but in addition 
there exist many local bibliographies and histories of printing in 
specific places that may be used to obtain further information. 

ickson and Edmund’s Annals of Scottish Printing may be taken 
as a very fine specimen of the class I refer to, while Baudrier’s work 
on Lyons and De Theux on Liége are on similar lines. Again 
reference should be made to Courtney for the specific work required. 
Further than this it may be possible that the printer of the book 
under investigation may have been the subject of a monograph. 
Of course, the great presses of Aldus, Stephanus, Giunta and 
Elzevier have had volumes devoted to them, and any works bearing 
their names must be looked up in the works of Renouard and 
Willems, but many lesser known printers have been dealt with in 
separate monographs and in articles in the bibliographical journals. 

The date of the book is an important factor if such date is prior 
to the year 1501. The whole of the printed literature produced 
from the introduction of the art of printing to the year 1500 is 
dealt with by bibliographers on entirely separate lines to that 
produced during later periods. The identification and description 
of a 15th century book is comparatively easy if the necessary 
bibliographies and reference books are available. From the author 
point of view the works of Hain, Copinger, and Reichling must be 
consulted together with my own Conspectus Incunabulorum, 
unfortunately only complete to the letter G. Printers and their 
works are indexed by Burger and Proctor. National bibliographies 
for this —_— exist by Gordon Duff for England, Claudin for 
France, Campbell for the Low Countries, and Haebler for Spain 
and Portugal. Many monographs also exist on special towns and 
a For all these and other methods of identifying Incunabula 

y types and illustrations and for information as to special cata- 
logues of 15th century books I must refer you to my Fifteenth 
Century Books which is an attempt to bring together all the titles 
of books necessary for the worker in this field. 

There remains the subject matter of the book as a clue. There 
are two great classes of subject bibliographies, the one giving the 
whole of the available information on each book and the other 
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giving the bare title often from an inaccurate source. If the book 
in question is on one of Prof. Ferguson’s subjects you will find 
your work done for you, unless the book is that exceedingly rare 
thing “ unknown to Ferguson.”” The same thing applies to such 
works as Cockle’s Military Bibliography and Medina’s Biblioteca 
Hispano— Americana. The subject bibliography containing a 
mere list of titles is very often more bother than it is worth. Many 
titles of non-existent books have come down to us through these 
lists and will continue to travel until someone nails them to the 
counter as bibliographical lies. I recollect chasing a book on 
Demerara for a long time before I discovered that it really was a 
legal tome on Demurrer. If there does not appear to be a definite 
bibliography on the subject sought for it is advisable to consider 
whether there is likely to be what may be described as an inclusive 
bibliography of a larger class of books including the subject of the 
book under discussion. For instance, a book on the Franciscans 
in Brazil may be looked for in the Bibliographies of Brazil and even 
of America if a more specific authority cannot be found. If you 
have exhausted the lines of research I have now indicated and 
found no reference to the particular book on which you are seeking 
information, the book may be of such superlative rarity that no 
bibliographer or biographer has seen a copy, or it may be intrinsically 
of so little interest that no one has taken the trouble to record it. 

After the above systematic research there remains a vast 
amount of unsystematic bibliographical material which the real 
enthusiast can proceed to investigate. I refer to catalogues of 
libraries. Practically the whole of the printed catalogues of the 
important libraries of the world are recorded in the appendix to 
Stein’s Manuel de Bibliographie Générale, so that the likely cata- 
logues can be picked out. Beyond these catalogues of libraries 
which exist and from which definite copies of books can be located, 
there are the exceedingly numerous Auction Catalogues of Private 
Libraries, and the larger of these, such as the Heber, Sunderland, 
Beckford, Huth, etc., are of considerable importance in the genealogy 
of printed matter. Finally we arrive at Booksellers’ Catalogues, 
and these can be made to yield no small stock of information. 
The great lists of Maggs, Quaritch, and Pickering are almost biblio- 
graphies, but many smaller lists contain bibliographical informa- 
tion on rare books which is not to be found elsewhere. Catalogues 
of booksellers are difficult to store in such a way as to be able to 
use for actual bibliographical research. My own bibliographical 
collection is largely made up of booksellers’ catalogues and cuttings 
therefrom. It is arranged in one alphabet, including both authors 
and subjects, and is estimated to contain somewhere about eight 
or nine million titles of books. I have little difficulty in findi 
some record of any book which has been in the possession either 
an English or Foreign bookseller in recent years. 

In concluding the first part of my paper I think I can say that 
the main direction posts which show the line of research have 
been indicated. If I have “ legislated by reference” too largely 
it must be put down to the necessity for compression and to my 
desire rather to indicate the wood than the trees. 

(To be continued.) 


’ 
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By THE AUTHOR OF “ LIBRARY ADVERTISING.” 


LOCAL LIBRARY PUBLICITY. 
Il. 


“PuBLic LIBRARIES ARE NECESSARY FOR THE EDUCATION AND 
BETTERMENT OF THE PEOPLE.” This striking phrase of Sir James 
Barrie’s is given prominence in the Northern Daily Mail, and is 
included in a commendation on the activities of the West Hartlepool 
Public Library. The Mayor (Councillor J. W. Wilson), it is therein 
reported, stated: ‘‘ The Public Library is more than ever fulfilling 
its educational and recreative functions, and is now issuing more 
than twice the number of books daily than at any time previously 
in its history. The Council fully realizes the importance of books 
in the lives of the people, and is thoroughly in agreement with Sir 
James Barrie, who recently said ’’ (as above quoted). The increased 

ularity of the Library is in a great measure due to Major J. A. 

uis Downey, D.S.O., who is a keen advocate of everything per- 
taining to local publicity, and who believes in advertising his 
Library by attractive posters and other devices. 

* * * * 


Mr. W. T. Beeston (Wolverhampton) congratulates the L.A. 
Publicity Committee upon the splendid work that has already been 
accomplished, and writes to say that it may be of some interest 
to us to know that for some few years he has been doing something 
in the way of advertising his libraries. 

“ Every Librarian can, if he chooses to, do much to lay the 
claims of his library before the public by the writing of posters 
which should be placed in a prominent position at the entrance to 
the library,” writes Mr. Beeston. 

“ Every Librarian can become his own advertising agent. 
Everyone can do a little ticket writing, and it will be no hard task 
to write on a larger scale and produce your own posters. All you 
require is a little printers’ ink (red and black) and one or two small 
camel-hair brushes, and a sheet of paper 40ins. by 30ins. Of course, 
a front-page advertisement in your local paper is very helpful, but 
this is an item of expenditure that needs careful consideration— 
especially with the smaller libraries ; and the ‘ home-made poster ’ 
meets the eye of a large section of the community, and only costs 
about 3d. a poster—of course, not counting your own time. A 
couple of hours will see your poster completed: a really live 
librarian will not take this into consideration at all ; his object is 
to reach his public. 

Another valuable form of advertising is through the medium 
of streamers across the front of the building: it attracts! If 
theatres, cinemas, and business houses find it to their advantage 
to advertise, so should we who have so much that ought to be 
advertised, and so much that the public ought to know respecting 
what we are for. I do not see that judicious advertising by library 
authorities in any way detracts from the dignity of the library or 
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the town it is serving. I have had several streamers measuring 
18ft. by 3ft. ; one, for instance, six years ago, was as follows : 


Do YOU use THE Pustic Lisrary? 
IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
REMEMBER : 

THe FUTURE DEPENDS upon YOU 
YOUR CHILDREN! 
ENQUIRE WITHIN. FREE. 


About four times —_— I advertise the different sections of 
our work through the medium of the poster, and occasional circulars 
addressed to the borrowers: thus it will be seen that one can do 


one’s advertising very cheaply and efficiently ”’ 


* * * * 


Mr. Z. Moon, of Leyton, uses the wording of one of these posters 
on his admirable Lecture-list : 
Books for every phase of thought. 
Books for every taste and age. 
Books for every class and trade. 
Books for every home and every day 


This, and various literary —_ make the leaflet appear 
to be out of the ordinary run of lists, and this, of course, is where 
the ability to attract notice comes in, and where the spirit of the 
publicist is evident. 

* * * * 


In the matter of a publicity brochure we specially commend 
the admirable booklet issued by Mr. D. W. Herdman, of the 
Cheltenham Public Library. This neat little publication gives a 
——— of the monthly lectures delivered in the Reference 

ibrary, with Library particulars printed on the first page. The 
librarian has secured 3,000 of these for a very small sum, owing to 
the number of advertisements included. It is a relief to know that 
the printer collects the advertisements, so the commercial side of 
the business is not the librarian’s added worry. This venture is a 
decidedly useful publicity medium, and Mr. Herdman is to be 
congratulated on the success of his efforts. 


* * * * 


All communications regarding the Library film should be 
addressed to Messrs. Grafton & Co. direct. 


With regard to W. H. Hudson’s booklet, On the Friendship 
of Books, referred to in our December issue, we are informed by 
Messrs. W. & G. Foyle, Ltd., that they will be happy to send a 
supply (free of charge) of the booklet to any librarian who would 
wish to present them to his borrowers. The number of copies 
should be mentioned when applying. 


Tue Lisrary Wore. 335 
THE BOOK SELECTOR 


THE announcement which was made in our December number of 
the proposed issue of a monthly list of books, called the Book 
Selector, which it is hoped will also serve the purposes of Co-operative 
Cataloguing, has met with a most gratifying response. We have 
received many congratulatory letters upon the new venture, one 
of — we print below, and a number of subscriptions have come 
to hand. 

We hope therefore to issue the first number, which will contain 
Faget of the books published during January, on February 
15th next. 

A copy of this issue will be circulated widely in order that every 
librarian may have the opportunity of examining the style and 
scope of the work. It is believed that sufficient support will then 
be forthcoming to justify the publication of the Book Selector as a 
permanent bibliographical aid to Librarians, Students, Educationists 
and others. 

To enable us to put the work on any such definite basis we 
need a guarantee of at least two hundred subscribers. 

A correspondent writes: 

“T read your last number with much interest and particularly 
the proposal for a Book Selection Guide. 

“T am sure this will be a very great help to librarians, and if 
widely supported your new venture may become the English 
equivalent to the A.L.A. Book List, which we find very useful. I 
think the specimen entries are quite good, though a little larger type 
for the title might be desirable, otherwise they are equally suitable 
for both card and sheaf catalogues. 

“T shall await the first issue with much interest and I wish 
the venture every success.” 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


To Zenodotus, Callimachus, Eratosthenes, Marcus Pomponius, 
and Aristonymus,—Greeting! I, who succeeded Eratosthenes 
as Librarian of the first great library at Alexandria, respond reluct- 
antly, as befits my nature, to an invitation to try my ‘prentice 
hand at the art epistolary. ‘ Fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread,’ and I apprehend that my effort to address you in cold 
print will be but one more proof of the truthfulness of Pope’s 
assertion. 

I am in a rebellious mood. Why should I, a keeper of books, 
be pressed to add to the world’s output of pages with black ink on 
them ?—I, Apollonius Rhodius, who have so recently joined the 
ranks of the Chiefs, and thus separated myself by a mighty chasm 
from my old colleagues of the A.A.L.—I had nearly written L.A.A.— 
unless I choose to lose caste by associating freely with them as of 
yore. But I must quell my rebellious spirit by reading some of 
the dulcet poems of gentle and placid Callimachus, whose fugitive 
verses should be collected and preserved with our archives. 


Tue Lisrary Wor.p. 


N. A. L. G. O. 


How strange it was for me to attend my first Conference at 
Cardiff, and to witness at the annual meeting the uproariousness 
of many of those whom I had hitherto regarded with awe, if not 
with reverence. And how pained I was to infer from some of the 
speeches that the Council has a knack of doing things in a peculiar 
—lI must not use a harsh word—way. For the younger generation 
N.A.L.G.O. has done a tremendous service in several directions, 
and its persistent and untiring efforts to secure the passing of the 
Local Government Officers’ Superannuation Act has added lustre 
to its name, notwithstanding the contrary opinion of some of the 
hoary-headed members of the Association. Oh, why did the Council 
desire to cease membership of N.A.L.G.O. without consulting the 
members of our Association ? I wonder whether or no the Council 
is considering what steps should be taken to bring pressure upon 
the local authorities to adopt this permissive act ? Tell me, dear 
Eratosthenes, if in your peregrinations you have gleaned any 
fragments of information regarding the doings of the Council ? 
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THE REcorpD. 


The annual report of the Council made no mention of the 
pending alteration in the publication of the Record, yet there were 
rumours that it will be converted to a quarterly before the rank and 
file of the Association have had an opportunity of discussing this 
retrograde step. As a monthly publication the Record could be 
made a “ live ” publication, with even occasional touches of humour 
—I am not forgetting the effusions of the elusive F.B. or the rare 
flashes in the past, such as Edmonton’s advertisement in the July 
number for library binding in “‘ half nigger.’’ Besides containing 
the transactions of the Association and most of its present features 
the Record ought to be made a valuable medium of inter-commu- 
nication between librarians. 


Tue L.A. CLASSES AND EXams. 


Is it too much to expect that the arrangements for the classes 
and the examinations shall be conducted in the interests of the 
students ? Until recently too much latitude was allowed, as candi- 
dates could enter for the examinations to within a few days of their 
dates, but evidently some one “ got the wind up,” and now students 
must enter for the examinations nearly three months beforehand, 
probably before some of them are in a position to judge whether 
they should sit or no. 


With regard to the correspondence classes I hear that the first 
paper in one class was not issued until nearly the end of November 
—or was it the beginning of December ?—and another was only 
issued a few weeks earlier; consequently the students of these 
classes will be working on their correspondence papers until a short 

iod before the examinations. If the classes had begun early 
in October they would terminate about Easter, and by so doing 
the students would get more time for the preparation of their 
essays and the revision of their class-work. Methinks the Education 
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Committee is the poorer by the transference of its Chairman to the 
“land o’ cakes” where at the festive season possibly have enjoyed 
the haggis, wi’ just a wee thocht o’ the Auld Kirk. 
APOLLONIUS RHODIUs. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’] 


LIBRARY NEWS 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 
The Carnegie Trustees, we understand, have replied to an 

application from the CHELMSFORD Town Council that they have 

definitely discontinued the policy of grants for the erection of 

Borough Libraries. In their reports, and in various speeches we 

have heard by representatives of the Trustees, this decision is 

based on the fact that local authorities have now powers that will 
allow them to provide their own buildings. 

We extract the following interesting paragraph from The 
Chiswick Times :-— 

The new juvenile department at the Cuiswick PuBLic LrBrary, 
recently opened, is proving a great success and a favourite meeting 
place with the young folk for whom it is intended It has been 
fashioned out of the rooms in the basement which used to be occupied 
by the caretaker, and has been done in a style eminently suited to 
the main object for which it is intended. 

The children pass by a desk at which they give in the books 
they have read, and can then make their choice of fresh ones from 
the shelves around the room. These are of an appropriate height, 
have been made by the boys attending the carpentry class under 
Mr. Sudds. The decorations have been carried out in pleasing tones, 
and the bucket lights suspended from the ceiling illuminate the 
room with a fine glow not at fall harmful to the eyes. 

The children are already’wonderfully appreciative of this little 
library den of their own and are flocking to it in great numbers. 
In charge is a young lady of not many more summers than them- 
selves, yet she has them under perfect control. Each evening she 
appoints her monitors, and woe betide the boy or girl who makes 
even the semblance of an undue noise. Not that there is anything 
like tyranny about it ; as a fact, it seems to be a case of “ all done 
by kindness,” and the youngsters seem to take a real pride in this, 
their new home, 

The shelves are a little empty yet, but the committee hope to 
fill them up in time, not with the “ goody-goody ” books which 
most young folk of the present-day are frankly bored with—often 
= with very good reason—but with a well-chosen range of 
iterature which shall make them interested—and amused—as well 
as informed. 

The tables have been covered with green covers, tied on so 
that they shall not slip, and at these the children sit and can consult 
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illustrated papers specially published for their own edification, as 
well as the more popular journals which deal pictorially with events 
of the day. 

The room is used for lectures, when a screen is let down at one 
end, the tables cleared away, and a fairly large audience can be 
accommodated. Mr. C. Clarke has kindly given a lantern for this 
purpose. Councillor Pendlebury, his committee, and Miss Gilbert, 
the librarian, are to be congratulated on the really excellent job 
they have made of the work. 

MARYLEBONE, the only London borough without public libraries, 
adopted the Acts two years ago, but has several times postponed 
the putting of them into operation. Its Council recently decided 
to postpone the matter again for twelve months. There are two 
camps in the borough: one which thinks that no public library 
is needed—if such obsolescent folk can be said to think at all— 
and the other which thinks Marylebone should have a library worthy 
of the status of the borough. Such a library it is estimated would 
cost £100,000, and it is thought (not unnaturally we admit) that 
the present time is not opportune for such an enterprise. The 
half-way solutions suggested are curious, and not particularly 
imaginative ; that a part of the Workhouse should be used, or the 
basement of the Town Hall. Either might serve as a beg8nning 
and the library advocates might adopt that view; because it is 
clear that when once a library is established the prople of Marylebone 
will not be content for long with one inferior to that of other London 
boroughs. 

The Norwich and Norfolk Sunday School Union has co-operated 
with the Norwicu Public Library. The Union gave a donation in 
money to the Library towards the purchase of books of particular 
interest to Sunday School teachers, and the Library purchased 
other books to supplement its stock. The City Librarian (Mr. 
Geo. A. Stephen) compiled a special annotated and classified cata- 
logue of about 900 volumes, and it has been published at the expense 
of the Union with the title ‘“‘ Books for Sunday School Teachers and 
other Bible Students.” In connection with the inauguration of 
this scheme the Union arranged a public meeting at St. Mary’s 
Baptist Chapel, Norwich, on Friday evening, October 27th, when 
an address on “ Religious Education and the Public Library ” was 
delivered by Mr. T. Raymont, M.A., the Warden of Goldsmiths 
College (University of London), and the author of The Use of the 
Bible in the Education of the Young. Mr. Raymont, in the course 
of his address, said: ‘‘ The spread of education had brought a 
certain restlessness, a certain suspicion that not only the historical 
framework of the Christian faith but the very faith itself was brought 
into question, and therefore the teacher needed as much knowledge 
of the modern view of the Bible as would enable him to guard against 
teaching the children in the Bible lesson that which was contradicted 
in other lessons and had afterwards to be unlearned. Hence the 
enormous importance in the future of the step now being taken. 

If the Sunday School teacher could escape from the hand 
to mouth existence implied in the use of lesson notes issued by the 
Sunday School Union, his teaching stood to gain immeasurably in 


| 

| 


Tue Lisrary Wor p. 339 


vitality, in breadth and in conviction. And here came in the value 
of this excellent catalogue. They would have in it a wide selection 
of books to meet all tests and all needs. They would find that the 
librarian by his annotations and summaries had helped them to put 
their hand on just the book that was needed for any particular 


purpose.” 


PERSONAL NEWS 


Mr. E. G. H. Carter, who was trained in library work at Holborn, Southwark 
and Deptford Libraries, has been appointed manager of Messrs. Grafton and 
Co.’s Sales Department, and he.will devote his personal attention to developi 

the already extensive service in both books and supplies. Librarians will 
be aware that in dealing with Messrs. Grafton and Co., they are dealing with 
experts who thoroughly understand the present day methods of Library 


practice in all departments. 


THE NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Tue 109th meeting of the North Midland Library Association was 
held at Newark-on-Trent on November 2nd, 1922, when Librarians 
and Representatives from Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Northants., and Notts. assembled in the Tudor Hall, and were wel- 
comed by Dr. Ringrose, chairman of the Public Library Committee. 

The President (Mr. Alderman C. Squire) reported upon the 
Cardiff Conference, outlining the policies and commenting upon the 
general excellence of the papers and speakers. He referred in 
detail to Mr. Ballinger’s address and also to those papers dealing 
with work with children. 

Mr. S. J. Kirk (Nottingham) gave an entertaining paper on 
“Some Difficulties of Library Administration,” full of humorous 
happenings that had come under his notice. 

Mr. W. P. Woolston gave a report of the joint meetings held 
at Buxton on June 23rd and 24th. He said the papers and discus- 
sions were of real value. One feature was that at this smaller 
conference people who never got a chance of joining in discussions 
at the larger conferences here have an opportunity which the less 
formal atmosphere of the smaller conference tends to foster. 

The 31st Annual Business Meeting was held, and the following 
officers appointed for the ensuing year :— 


President : H. W. Surtees, Esq., J.P., Derby. 
Vice-President ; Dr. Ringrose, Newark-on-Trent. 
Hon. Sec. : Miss K. E. Pierce, Kettering. 


Hon. Treasurer : Mr. A. Vinen, Leek. 

Hon. Auditor: Mr. Topping, Loughborough. 

Council: Messrs. J. P. Briscoe, W. A. Briscoe, R. W Brown, 

A. Hooper, E. E. Lowe, A. Smith, W. H. Walton, 
W. P. Woolston, with the above-named officers as 
ex-officio members. 

The members and friends were entertained to tea by the Newark 
Public Library Committee. They also visited the Museum and 
Library under the conduct of Mr. A. Smith, the Librarian, to whom 
and the Public Library Committee the best thanks of the Association 
were accorded for their hospitality and the admirable local 
ments. Kate E. Prerce, Hon. Sec. 
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INDIANAPOLIS PuBLic LIBRARY. Five-year Survey, 1917-1922. 
8vo, 38 pp. July, 1922. 

“ Thisisnot . . . areport for librarians. It is a report for the citizens 
of Indianapolis. We want them to know what their library has been doing 
during these last five years, how much of a force it is in community life, and 
how much more of a force it could be. . . . We would prove that the expendi- 
ture of $500,000 for the proper housing of their library ” [a new central library 
building ‘‘ which critics rank as one of the most beautiful classic structures 
in America’ was opened in 1917] “‘ has been a paying investment for the 
people of Indianapolis.’ 

This is quoted from the first page of this ‘‘ story of growth,” the following 

phs of which take the reader through the various departments and 
activities of the libraries, dealing in turn with staff, stock, borrowers, issues, 
and so on. Although in its essentials the work described falls within the 
general experience of librarians a few details and innovations are mentioned 
which may be of general interest. For example, the provision of special 
rooms for physicians and medical students and for those engaged in gene- 
alogical research is something of a novelty. A book campaign was o i 
in 1920-21 with a view to counteracting the effect of increased costs upon the 
extent of the additions, and as a result 53,443 gifts were received. 


“The delivery and deposit stations require a word of explanation. 
Through the delivery stations are received requests for special books, which 
the library attempts to fill at once and leave at the stations on the weekly 
round of deliveries.’’ Most of these delivery stations are located in drug stores. 
“To certain of the deposit stations, known as non-supervised stations, the 
books are lent without supervision,” these collections being located in such 

laces as fire stations, hospitals, detention homes, settlements, and the 
eachers’ college. In two of the hospitals “‘ library workers make these 
weekly visits, taking books and magazines round the wards to the patients.” 


In short, not only will this booklet succeed in interesting all who are able 
to make use of the system, but it will also be of immense publicity value, as 
behind all the information given is the best argument for all who may be 
drawn to use the library in the future—that is, the fact that it has been a 
great success in the past. 


KETTERING (URBAN District CounciL). Abstract of Statistics 
for the year ended March 3lst, 1922. Librarian, Miss Kate E. 
Pierce. Population, 29,692. Income (from rate of 2.82d., £1,435), 
£1,579. Expenditure: Books, Binding, and Periodicals, £610 
(including £424 from the Special Book Fund) ; Salaries, £522 ; 
Rents and Loans, £147; Rates and Taxes, £190; Heating, 
Lighting, Cleaning and Upkeep, £456. Stock; Lending, 10,517 ; 
Reference, 4,141. Issues: Lending, 110,941 ; Children’s, 37,541 ; 
Reference, 9,123. 


Nothing gives us greater pleasure than to read of a small library with a 
big issue ; and when, as in this case, there is also a large increase (11,717 this 
year, and 18,647 the year before), and evidence of all-round excellent work, 
we can do nothing but record our sincere appreciation of a library which does 
a good share in proving to the public the genuine advantage of libraries, in a 
way that outstrips all other forms of publicity work. 

Increased stock is largely responsible for the augmentation of the issues. 
Although 915 volumes were withdrawn the net increase in stock amounts to 
nearly 600 volumes, the sections particularly strengthened being those devoted 
to music, fine arts, social science and economics, education and psychology. 
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Hutchins (Margaret), Johnson (Alice Sarah) and Williams (Margaret 
Stuart) GuIDE TO THE USE OF LIBRARIES: A MANUAL FOR 
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 227. New York, H. W. Wilson. (London, Grafton & 
Co.). 1922. 7s. 6d. net. 

There is no doubt with the enormous modern growth of libraries coincident 
with the expansion of the mass of printed matter that the unguided student 
is prevented from doing satisfactory research work by his absolute inability 
to understand the complications necessary in the modern library. The present 
book takes its origin from a course of lectures for freshmen at the ne 
of Illinois, and aims at reducing this ignorance on the part of students. It 
includes chapters on the general organization of libraries, suggestions as to the 
use of books, and annotated lists of the more important reference books. An 
excellent piece of work. 

PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Friedel (J. H.) TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP: LIBRARY WORK AS A 
CAREER. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 234. J. B. Lippincott. 1922. 
7s. 6d. net. 


It is curious to note from the preface to this interesting work that there 
is a shortage of librarians [in the United States}. A large city library recently 
reported more than two hundred vacancies on its staff. ‘‘ Positions ranging 
in salary from $1,500 to $3,000 have been vacant for months because of the 
difficulty in finding the right person for each position.” When we compare 
this statement with what we know of the conditions in this country we can 
imagine the shipping companies receiving many enquiries as to the passage 
rates. 

The author is an experienced librarian and the editor of Special Libraries, 
and he has produced a work which holds up our profession as an ideal to the 
young American, and shows how professional education can be acquired and 
how posts can be obtained. The descriptions of the various classes of libraries 


are full and useful. 

GENERAL. 

Manly (J. M.) and Rickert (E.) CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN LITERA- 
TURE, BIBLIOGRAPHIES, AND StupYy OUTLINES. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xix., 188. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., Ltd. 1922. 

This work is intended as a companion volume to Contemporary British 
Literature, recently published by the same firm, but the arrangement is slightly 
different. A very useful volume for all who wish to explore the wide field of 

resent-day American literature. 

Danielson (Henry) ARTHUR MACHEN: A BIBLIOGRAPHY. With 
notes, biographical and critical, by Arthur Machen, and an 
introduction by Henry Savage. pp. x., 60. Port. and facs. 
London, Danielson. 1923. 15s net. 

A somewhat new and distinctly interesting development in modern 
bibliography. The bibliographer having described a book, the author himself 
annotates it with some account of its origins and the vicissitudes of its pub- 
lication. When the author is Mr. Arthur Machen, who wields a pen full of 
humorous satire, the effect is distinctly interesting and renders the work one 
not only to be placed on the reference shelves for use when Mr. Machen’s 
rare early editions come into the market, but makes it a book to be appreciated 
as the personal opinions upon his own books of an author who ranks high 
indeed in the imaginative school. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Hudson (W. H.) and Guernsey (I. S.) THE Unirep STATES FROM 
THE DISCOVERY OF THE AMERICAN CONTINENT TO THE END OF 
THE WorL~D War. (Great Nations Series.) Demy 8vo, cloth 
gilt, pp. 632. Geo. G. Harrap & Co., Ltd. 1922. 12s. 6d. net. 

CHILDREN’S Book OF KNOWLEDGE. Parts V., VI., VIL. VIII. 


Cassell & Co., Ltd. 1922. 1s. 3d. net per part. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Eprtor of The Library World. 


Dear SIR, 

I read with interest A. P. Ullet’s impressions of the November 
meetings, especially those which related to Mr. Creed’s paper 
entitled ‘‘An Ideal for London.” If I remember rightly, Mr. Creed 
at Camberwell advocated that the enlarged Metropolitan Boroughs 
referred to in the London County Council’s evidence before the 
Royal Commission on the government of London should be con- 
stituted the library authorities, rather than that there should be 
one library authority for the whole area. The effect of the adoption 
of this suggestion would be a reduction in the number of authorities 
from twenty-eight to about nine in the existing county of London. 


Your London readers will remember that it has been suggested 
that half-a-million should be the population of a Metropolitan 
Borough. They will also remember that the County Council 
proposals include its own abolition and the setting up in its place 
of a new Central Authority which will govern not only London 
but also Greater London. This would mean that in the new area 
there would probably be fifteen subordinate authorities or Metro- 
politan Boroughs, each with a ulation of half-a-million. At 

esent I suppose there are between fifty and sixty library authorities 
in London and Greater London. The advantages of reducing this 
number to fifteen or so are obvious to all but those who shall be 
nameless. 

It is proposed that the new Central Authority should be the 
authority for higher education, but that elementary education 
should be decentralised and entrusted to the Metropolitan Boroughs. 
The rate for elementary education, however, would be levied over 
the whole of London and allotted to each Borough, presumably 
upon a per capita basis. Should the Borough’s expenditure on 
elementary education exceed its grant, the deficiency would have 
tobe made up by a rate levied upon its own people. The Central 
Authority would fix scales of salaries for teachers, the local authority 
would have the power to appoint and dismiss them. 

The local (or subordinate) authority would thus be both the 
elementary education and the library authority. In this respect 
its powers would be similar to those of a municipal borough. The 
possibilities of co-operation between the school and the library, so 
often hampered in London because the County Council controls 
the one and the Borough Council the other, would be improved a 
thousandfold. 

Briefly, it would seem that the library ideal for London would 
be the enlargement of London, an amalgamation of local authorities 
into larger units which would become the library authorities for 
their own districts, and the levying over the whole of London of 


the library rate, based upon estimates of expenditure received from 
the library authorities, by the Central Authority. 
Yours etc., A. C, OCKERELL. 
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